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REFERENDUM ON BOK PRIZE 


The winning plan for the Bok PEACE AWARD, 
With a return coupon for voting, will be mailed 
$0 all F. P. A. members about January 1. 


It is extremely important that coupons should 
Be returned to our office promptly if members 
Wish their votes to be registered in this nation- 


Beide referendum. 


December 21, 1923 | 


Entered as second- 
class matter December 
3, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York. 
N. Y¥., under the act 
of March 38, 1879 


Petiodical Division, 


Library of Congress, 


Washineton. 
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THE COURT 


1s UNITED STATES’ adherence to 
F he Permanent Court of International 

ustice is gravely endangered. Unless 

,ere is an overwhelming public demand, 
Mhe Senate seems unlikely to accept the 
WVorld Court on conditions either consist- 
nt with that organization’s present con- 


“stitution or acceptable to the other states 
ed on @ 
“Benate in reference to the Court is today 


how supporting it. The situation in the 


Melosely analogous to that in reference to 
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Mhe League of Nations four years ago. 
Reservations, innocuous in appearance but 
atal in effect, are being urged by the 
‘friends’ of the Court and supported by 
nll of the Senatorial forces opposed to ef- 
fective American cooperawjen abroad. 


President Coolidge’s va&#tieness in his 


favored adherence to the Court gave its 
nemies their opportunity. Senator Len- 


mroot, an avowed believer in this govern- 
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nent’s support of the Court, gave it the 
1ext blow. His elaborate device for sepa- 
rating the Court from the League of Na- 
tions would scrap Secretary Hughes’ care- 
fully worked out basis of adherence which 
was formally presented to the Senate by 


destroy ‘the present thoroughly satisfac- 
tory method of electing judges to the 
Court—a method, devised primarily by 
Mr. Root, the lack of agreement on which 
had postponed the creation of the Court 
for nearly a generation. 


Senator Lodge, welcoming the Lenroot 
proposals, declares that he favors this gov- 
ernment’s support of an _ international 
court “independent” of the League of Na- 
tions. Senator Pepper sings the same tune 
and chides the friends of the Court who 
are unwilling to destroy its essential fea- 
tures in order to placate irreconcilable 


Senatorial apposition to any semblance of ter feeling between Berlin and Payis. 


relationship with the League of Nations. 

The Lenroot proposal is not likely to 
secure the necessary two-thirds vote. 
There is even less likelihood that the con- 
ditions it contains would be accepted 
abroad. Either this plan will fail or it 
will worse than fail. It will serve as an 
excuse for doing nothing at all. For every 
believer in America’s active participation 
in the Permanent Court of International 
Justice the issue is clearly drawn. The 
Lenroot reservations and all similar pro- 
posals should be opposed. The original 
suggestion of Secretary Hughes and Pres- 
ident Harding should be insisted upon. 
Only on that or a substantially similar 
basis can the United States’ acceptance of 
the Court be more than a futile and dis- 
ingenuous gesture. 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Take the Next Step Now 
The Administration, through its ap- 
proval of the appointment by the Repara- 


tion Commission of Charles G. Dawes, 
who inaugurated our national budget 
system, and Owen D. Young, Chairman 


of the Board of Directors of the General 
Electric Company, to cooperate’ in 
the study of German internal and ex- 
ternal finance, has taken a first small 
step. This beginning, if accompanied by 
a parallel study of inter-Allied debts, 
might grow into a really fruitful exami- 
nation of the whole tangled web of war 
and post-war international] financial ob- 
ligations. 

In the meantime, despite the announce- 
ment that France and Belgium will re- 
fuse to waive their reparations priority 
in order to make the proposed German 
food loan of $70,000,000 possible, there 
are many superficial indications of a bet- 


wate 


- f‘age 


Whether these ‘hopeful signs are really 
significant cannot now be determined. 
Now would seem to be the opportune 
moment for our government to declare 
its purpose to parallel the Reparation 
Commission study of German finances by 
a sympathetic and thorough study 
through the Debt Funding Commission of 
the Allies’ ability to meet their obliga- 
tions to this government. If this were 
done, then by the time the Reparation 
Commission is prepared to report in ref- 
erence to the financial conditions of the 
Reich the Washington Administration 
would be prepared to consider the re- 
funding of the inter-Allied debts on such 
a basis as might materially contribute 
toward a final settlement of the repara- 
tions impasse. J. G. M. 


Again the St. Germain Convention 


‘ e ST. GERMAIN CONVENTION 
negotiated in Paris early in 1919 as 
an “adequate solution of the arms traffic 
question on a world-wide basis” has not 
been effective, in considerable part be- 
cause of failure of ratification by the 
United States. 

In November, 1922, the Council of the 
League of Nations, through whom the 
Convention is being administered, wrote 
to our Government expressing a desire for 
cooperation. This letter was answered in 
June, 1923, asserting cordial sympathy 
with the purposes of the Council but de- 
claring that this Government could not 
approve of the provisions of the Conven- 
tion. The Council replied by expressing 
the hope that our Government would make 
clear its objections to the Convention. To 
this inquiry reply was made “informally” 
through the American Minister in Switzer- 
land on December 12th, listing this govern- 
ment’s objections. 

December 10th the Council, at the 
suggestion of Lord Robert Cecil, decided 
to send the United States an invitation to 
uppoint a representative on the League’s 
Disarmament Commission which is charged 
with preparing the draft of the new Con- 
vention to replace that of St. Germain. 
Surely the Administration should find a 
way to cooperate with this humanitarian 
effort of the League to restrict the costly 
and dangerous traffic in war materials. 


Russia Bids for Recognition 


HE SOVIET GOVERNMENT of Rus- 

sia, through a note to President 
Coolidge, signed by Tchitcherin, People’s 
Commissar for Foreign Affairs, published 
December 17, makes a direct bid for recog- 
nition. The text follows: 


“Tt has been the constant endeavor of the 
Soviet Government to bring about a resumption 
of friendly relations with the United States of 
America based upon mutual trust. With this 
end in view it has repeatedly announced its 
readiness to enter into negotiations with the 
American Government and to remove al] mis- 


The Editora assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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understandings and differences between the 
countries. 

“After reading your message ta Congress, the 
Soviet Government, sincerely anxious to estab- 
lish at last firm friendship with the people and 
Government of the United States, informs you 
of its complete readiness to discuss with your 
Government all problems mentioned in your 
message, these negotiations being based on the 


two 


principle of mutual non-intervention in internal 
affairs. The Soviet Government will continue 
wholeheartedly to adhere to this principle, ex- 
pecting the same attitude from the American 
Government. 

“As to the question of claims mentioned in 
your message, the Soviet Government is fully 
prepared to negotiate with a view toward its 


satisfactory settlement on the assumption that 
the principle of reciprocity will be recognized all 
around. On its part, the Soviet Government 
is ready to do all in its power so far as the 
dignity and interests of its country permit to 
bring about the desired end, of renewal of friend- 
ship with the United States of America.” 

The next day Secretary Hughes cate- 
gorically and brusquely rejected this 
plea for negotiations. He announced: 

““*There would seem to be at this time no rea- 
son for negotiations. The American Govern- 
ment, as the President said in his message to the 
Congress, is not proposing to barter away its 
principles. 

“ ‘If the Soviet authorities are ready to restore 
the confiscated property of American citizens or 
make effective compensation they can do so. 

“If the Soviet authorities are ready to repeal 
their decree repudiating Russia’s obligations to 
this country and appropriately recognize them, 
they can do so. 

“It requires no conference or negotiations to 
accomplish these results, which can and should 
be achieved at Moscow as evidence of good faith. 

“*The American Government has not incurred 
liabilities to Russia or repudiated obligations. 

“*Most serious is the continued propaganda to 
overthrow the institutions of this country. This 
Government can enter into no negotiations until 
these efforts directed from Moscow are aban- 
doned.’ 

“The United States Consul at Reval will de- 
liver this statement to the Soviet representative 
at that place for communication to Tchitcherin.”’ 


Mexican Developments 


HE events of the last week in Mexico 

have been indecisive. News has been 
very scanty and mostly coming from Vera 
Cruz, the rebels’ headquarters. It is not 
yet clear whether the de la Huerta revolt 
will seriously jeopardize the Obregon 
régime. Only two results seem possible: 
one, the quick crushing of the uprising, or 
the gradual] spread of the revolt until anar- 
chical conditions comparable to those of 
ten years ago are reproduced. De la 
Huerta’s ill-advised outbreak is the most 
serious blow at orderly progress in Mexico 
in a decade. Meantime the International 
Committee for the adjustment of the Mexi- 
can government’s foreign debt has declared 
the plan operative, thus indicating its be- 
lief that the Obregon government will be 
strong enough to carry out the agreement. 


A year’s subscription to the weekly News 
Bulletin costs only Fifty Cents and makes the 
best kind of a New Year’s card for 1924. 
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